International NFIA Teams meeting April 25 2024
Participants NFIA Board: Simon Osgood (UK), Steffi Westerlund (Fin), Lennart Magnusson (S), and Per Buch (DK).
Participants National Associations:
UK: Kim Morley and Nicky Henderson
USA: Paul Dixon
Germany: Konstantin Benisch
Finland: Mikko Pajamies.
Sweden: Rolf Upström
1: Per Buch welcomed the participants, especially Kim Morley and Konstantin Benisch as new National Chairmen, and informed about the upcoming Annual General Meeting. It will take place in connection with the Gold Cup in Halmstad, Sweden, Monday 8 July at 19.00 CET. For National Associations not able to participate physically, a virtual link will be available alternatively voting by proxy.
According to the statutes, items for the agenda at the general meeting shall only be accepted from the Secretary of the National Associations, and shall be in the hands of the Secretary of the NFIA not later than 6 weeks before the meeting (27 May 2024)
The agenda for the General Meeting shall be sent to each National Association one month before the meeting. (10 June).
Once again, NFIA wish to encourage young crews to participate in the Gold Cup by reimbursing 50 % of the registration fee. Please inform your members if not already done so.
2: Chairman of the Technical Committee, Lennart Magnusson, informed about proposed changes in the class rules coming up for voting at the AGM in Halmstad. 
The major purpose is to strengthen the rules in connection with major renovation of the Nordic Folkboats and make sure that we continue to have a One Design Class in the future. This means that renovated boats need to comply with the rules in force when the renovation is completed and remeasured by the national measurer. 
In the past renovated boats had to comply with the rules in force when build making it very difficult for the measurers to navigate in the many changes of the rules since 1942.
The proposed changes will be sent to all National Associations not later than June 10. Please read them careful and discuss them with your National Boards and members before the AGM and do not hesitate to contact the NFIA Board if you have any questions prior to the meeting.
3: News from the National Associations.
Germany: Konstantin informed about the winter activities in the German fleets with social get-togethers with good attendance. The regatta season started in Essen April 13 followed by Berlin. A training session for less experienced crews will be held in Eckernförde by Per Jørgensen early May.
German Championship will be in Berlin in September.
UK: Season started with the Spring Series and Folkboat Week in August is planned for August 19-25.
Finland: This year there will be both Finish Championship for Short Track and “normal” Finish Championship. The winning of the Gold Cup by Steffi Westerlund & crew has boosted the interest for Folkboat sailing. 
Mikko is planning a trip to one of the most northerner Lakes in Finland, above the Polar circle, this summer and will send “dairy” from the trip on social media.
USA: San Fransisco Internationals is planned for 2025. Paul will coordinate dates in order to prevent conflict with European activities.
Sweden: This year Swedish Folkboat Association is celebrating its 80 anniversary.  Folkboat activities are doing well on the east coast but lacking on the west coast of Sweden.
Denmark: Season has started in April with a Tune Up race in Kerteminde with participants from Germany, Sweden, UK and Denmark. 
For the minutes.
Per Buch, Kerteminde, May 2, 2024


