Chairmans report, Annual General meeting, Tallinn 31 July 31, 2023

The principal objectives of the  N F I A  are:  
§  to further the interest of the Nordic Folkboat in all countries where Folkboats are sailed and to introduce the class to new countries. 
§  to be responsible for the administration of the Class Rules and to coordinate proposals for rule amendments, for rule consideration and the final approval by the Scandinavian Yacht Racing Union (SYRU), recently renamed to Nordic Sailing Federation (NoSF) 
§  to ensure that the class retains its status by complying with the criteria adopted by the NoSF 
§  to coordinate and select venues for international regatta events, like Gold Cup or Sessan Cup 
§  to produce regular newsletters containing information about the class and the activities of the NFIA for distribution to all Folkboat sailors worldwide.  

Welcome to this year’s Annual general meeting. It is especially with great pleasure to welcome you here in Tallinn where the Gold Cup is taking place for the first time in the long history of this regatta. 
As written in the statutes, the purpose of NFIA is to further the interest of Folkboat sailing, to support all countries and sailors who race or cruise the timeless one design classic. 
We have during the years seen a great development in the Folkboat class in Estonia, at NFIA wished to acknowledge this in the choice of venue for this year’s Gold Cup aware that it is a long distance from the traditional major Folkboat fleets in northern Europe. As we know the success of our class starts and ends with local enthusiasm, commitment and comradeship and Estonia has shown the way to do this in the true Folkboat spirit with almost 60 boats on the starting line. 
On the same token Sessan Cup 2022 was organized by Royal Lymington Yachtclub for the first time in the UK. It was a great experience and truly in the Folkboat spirit. The board of NFIA are looking forward to getting applications for future Sessan Cups.
During the past year we have had virtual board meetings discussing technical, financial, and planning issues as well as virtual meetings with members of all active fleets from Europe and USA. The purpose of these meetings is to share knowledge and experience as well as inform members of the work processes of NFIA.
For the latest update of those matters Lennart and Simon will report
Talking about sharing the NFIA board recognized the need for modernizing our website and it was on air by the end of 2022. New design and content, more information, international regatta calendar and much more. Thank you, Simon, for a great job done.
NFIA also got a Facebook site thanks to Ilppo Kivivuori from Finland and Yuri Neeuwenhuizen from Holland. Please support and share your local and national events and stories. Remember, good stories deserve to be shared and underline that we are an active international class appealing to new and existing members.
I wish to thank my colleagues, Treasurer Simon Osgood and head of the technical committee Lennart Magnusson and his team with Heinz-Werner Aping and Lars Bræstrup as well as Vice chairman Steffi Westerlund for a great cooperation during the year.
Folkboats forever.!


